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ACTION NEA-I3 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 PM-07 H-03 INR-IO L-03 NSAE-00 

NSC-IO PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-OI SPC-03 SS-20 USIA-15 

SAM-01 MC-02 ACDA-19 10-14 EB-11 EEA-02 SCI-06 COME-00 

DRC-01 EUR-25 /172W 

100659 

R 200925Z EEB 74 
PM AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8821 
INEO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMCONSUL DHAHRAN 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
USCINCEUR 
KCS/DIA 

CONPIDENTIAL KUWAIT 0672 
EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PROR, MARR, SA, IR, UK 

SUBJ: TRI-NATIONAL NAVAL EXERCISE ARYA 74 

REF: STATE 32336 

1. IP EXERCISE IS HELD, THERE WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY BE UNPAVORABLE 
PUBLICITY IN LOCAL PRESS HERE. ON THE OTHER HAND, THESE EXERCISES 
HAVE BEEN HELD IN THE PAST AND THEY HAVE NOT CAUSED ANY PARTICULAR 
PROBLEMS POR US. 

2. THIS YEAR IS, OP COURSE, PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE, AND LOCAL PRESS 
HAS ALREADY MENTIONED IRANIAN "INVASION" OF OMAN ON SEVERAL 
OCCASIONS, ALTHOUGH GOK SPOKESMAN HAS DENIED THAT ANY SUCH THING 
HAS TAKEN PLACE. PRESS HAS ALSO MENTIONED US PLANS FOR "INVASION" 

OF ABU DHABI, ETC. AND THESE WOULD PROBABLY BE MENTIONED AGAIN. 
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3. ON BALANCE, WE HAVE CONCLUDED THAT WE WOULD HAVE NO SERIOUS 
OBJECTION TO EXERCISE, PROVIDED THAT A) IT IS HELD IN THE GULE 
OE OMAN, AND B) PUBLICITY IS HELD TO AN ABSOLUTE MINIMUM, PRE- 
EERABLY ON AN "IE ASKED" BASIS. ANY PUBLICITY ON THE EXERCISE 
SHOULD STRESS IT IS ROUTINE ANNUAL AEEAIR FOR PURELY DEEENSIVE 
PURPOSES. 

STOLTZEUS 
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